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House
OKsbills
hfrght
blisfi
Th€ 17-biU anti-bligtrt Fa*age
umuld arm offieials t0 Furdsh
r,regligent propertf oryrrrere
ard firnd rcvit*tlsetbn Fla{,rs.

ByAayWor&n
uieuu8a &r*3ssor€ lu-n6Au

-IIA,BRISBIRG - Ihe $a[e Floqs€
$ lgpmar*i*ec y€.*€day pesssd
l€xsratkio Sivjsg ctri€6 qagrcc€&aE-
eCtoais to ptrqi+ B4litpd pcqp€rty
rycrf r-oryoq@s fu tr&ffi b&bf.
- Hoping ro st€a flEhr ts &e s|#|rtts
by r€€tqiry qities aed wrdl tswss,
ewnrferc een@clmi'ng$ eppssed
the u+ill :and+ti$f ?ffi4s.
-The com biHs tggrf $rqbdc bvglvilrg ml|ttiei$qliiies a wicb r'rng€ df

1nrFrs to deay pfindts ag Esdnses
to those witb outefaudirg code vbla-
uonf. OtE ar€iasure gives individuals
end comrrunity gFoups le8al standing
Io sue prop€rty owners over code vio
uilrons.

. ltp leetslatlon, which'now goes to
S",S""fto for consideretion, ilso in-
cludes Enancial ineentives ior local
goveffrments to revitEliee downtown
areas.

"Wu a5g scnding tlre meesege to
coracurnities who need to clean uo
31d imgrove their neighborhoods thai
ltne bgrslatur€] is gorsC to staod.wirti
you and grve yolr more asrmuaition to
take o,n theee skrrntords, sbilt thcm
dourn, ar.rd pensli?€ theq," sUa Stati
&cp. George KEoney (R, Fhila-), spon-
qor.qf a bill eiviag speeific p€rnit_
Geruar au$ority to phi@lphia

With _more than SEOoo hlighred
properues, iae:ludiag 3Lfrn vecant
PE a1,q a6,m abaodsacd buildiasc,
Philadclphia bas the lrigh€et numdli
S^vacanct€s per cepitl of any erafou
u.D. clry,-aocuding to a receat Bbe€&_
rags lnstitute sunrery of g3 eltbf.

K€rr{Ey said ee bgidatien conld
pfevent costly cleanups such as May-
or. Streefs propsed $eSg niltio;
Drrgrit-rerrroval program that calls br
tne demolition of f4000 buiHiogr.

]ttog Oid we g€t to this point?. he
said- "lVe shsrrHn't lieve towait until
50,{X}0 properths are abajrdon€d to
do sooething a,bout iL"
_Houce lKqiority Leader John perzed

(n-, Phila.) called Uight "ao epideeb
that has i$fested oeigtlborhood$ aU
acmss the city."

Hq +id that unlelgs decay was
$oqtsd 

-it- 
.ewntr.rally destrojrs thequalitv of life in ehe.aaidhJr^,h^^r b



H.eSf frum Bl
Oae bill wor*d track negligent

Froperry crp*.rs by estsUlish-
mg a-statmdde computer regis-
ry of houeing_code 

-violadd;

_,1_n: q5."ts are the *egre_
grous violators,' said jeri
Tuepl ereeutive director oftng Ho$9 Urban A"ffairs CosFmrtrE, otrose u&o milk ecuitv
our ora building and teave thi
sar-€ass to th€ neiehborbood
and leave Ure $ate-and localgovernment to cben it up."
., rne-package @uH be csil€d
--9,'1[uut up your act bill,''
laro J€anae Denworth, exeiu-uve cuEctor of 10,@o Fti€nds
orr€snsylvenia, a gtatewide glli-
ance of _groups that advocatis
manag-ed gmwth and urban revi_
talization.

-Also furcluded are bills aimedat reviving downtown conunef,_

;Hrffi and adjacent neigh_

_ 
O1e pill would rnake perma-

l,"lr *u stare's $z.S iriilion
$q.arn. $Feet prograrn, which
:r ralol grants to communitiesro nelp revitalize downtownc.omnercial districts, largely
:lj:.yql facade, liehiine int
DrsswitlK tmprovements.

^jlotg bi[ wquld creare rhe
+z.b mulron ..Elm SFeet pro_

an initiative modeled af_

::1!19 Main Street rrogramanq lntended to buitd upoh itslmfrovements. The EIrt- Street
:l-=qq"ae .seeks ro rejuvenate
IT$ntiul neigtborhoods tnaiaoJom the cornrnerciat aistricG.

__"The.best wa{ to l}rorect op€n
space is to make some .of -the

existing towns more ,ttr"rtilJ
so people want to stay there
ll{ move there," Michael
Iror_e9, assisrant director forme Montgomery County ptan-
nug Conunission, said.

Stokes said. communities
1ve{e Oowertess to combat slum-
Iords-

, "I.{s, a real prohlem when
raffiuorcls are delirquent on var_
rous unpr$/ements and.there is
aunosr nothing the municipaliry

gaq_do,'b€ said, "Tbn futard
lord gacs out and C€$ ev€ mor€
per-rnqs, ard the municipatitl
can't deqy them-'
,. Upper Darby recently esrab
usryg^ a proBerty-Eaintenang€

lr-o{ fo."* b b,etp c,lean up
bl€ht€d areas and enf,oree code
viretations.

"It fuv€tails nicely into what
we ar€- doiag os e.r o*,n" ard
we welcome any srapport thatwe-can F€ceftr€," said Thomas
Judg.e.Jr., the to*rmohip:s chief
administrative osicer.

N-o* @o" in Rfillhurse Bcr-
.oug[. siurilar dfsrts are und€s
w.ay u] a o.O7-square-mile uu-
nrcrpatity with ati increasing
number of reeent immigraati
Itlgg in substandard h-,ff;;-
.. Th"y understand tnat tUEir -

living conditions aren't C.;;;but they don,t undersiand-what
their. rights are,', said DruDBut borough manager.
. In Bensalern, whed officials
nave bought and razed comfiru_
mty .eyesores, including an.
i9,1ndon{ -.es 

ta urant, planning
dlrector Matthew Takita apl
plauded the legislation.

-.|'Wq.tli{. the bilts are a good
thrng,:'Takita said. "If it wil'i ob-
tain the_end result of 

"o*pti_ance and s,ecure property, then
we are rn f'avor of iL"

PL HouseO'I{$@hflls
Fifteeft of th3 t7 bills r+ere ao-proved b.y the Hsrse taEt se-s-

surn but never intnoduced in the
yaatg and had tri be reintro_
drced.

, ^lt19. 
sea. Cbariec Deet (R,

fpeU, g4iru4o of tbc enatd
uruan l.fiairs CoEmitte€, saidE waJt '.4+S#ru thet at'hast
several of the bills sfiorxld win
usnate approval I

- 
*Ibeillrevs it wilt b€ fairiy easy

to arrive at a cosssus, ai Uast@ t,l9 ones that corc to mvcoqrmitte€,'lte sai4 "Many ofthq Iq-". seemed reasonable,
Td I ldll work bard to advance
t$em."

. Bill sponsors say that bolerer_
T.C uryan areas will stern the
nde of suburban sprawl.

"If you don,t help cities and
toy.Ts., people will noveout andwe'll har*e more sprawl," Ken-
ney said.

.Iro.cal officials in philadel-
pnra's suburbs agreed.
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Arny Worden's e-mail add{ess rs
aworden@phillynews. com

Inquirer stafi writer lftistin E.
Holrnes cootribut€d to thrs article


